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FARMER LED NON-PROFIT TO HOST FARM FIELD 
DAY SATURDAY ON 2/25/23 TO PRESENT 
RESULTS OF WHAT FRUIT & VEGETABLE 
VARIETIES GROW BEST IN THE VIRGIN ISLANDS

(Frederiksted - St. Croix)

The Virgin Islands Farmers Alliance (VIFA), a domestic VI non-profit run 
by some of the territory’s most productive professional crop farmers, 
invites all community and media members interested in local agriculture to  
attend our research outreach Farm Field Day. It is sponsored by the 
USDA’s Southern Sustainable Agriculture and Education (SARE) producer 
grant program.  There will be an open vegetable market, a farm tour of 
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New Breed Farm, and a presentation detailing the research that took 
place over the last 3 years on 4 local farms with 42 varieties of cucumber, 
tomato, carrots, lettuce, and watermelon. New Breed Farm is located .25 
mile west of the Ag Fairgrounds in the community gardens on the corner 
of Centerline and Paradise Rd.

The times are 8am -11am, Saturday Feb 25th

Schedule:
8 vegetable market (8-11) opens and tea 
9 Farm Tour (lots to see!)
10 Presentation on “What vegetable seed varieties to grow in the VI.”

Research details:
Food producers are challenged to delivery a “stateside” diet locally while 
growing in subtropical conditions that are not suited for many fruit and 
vegetable cultivars. The USVI Farm to School program and other 
institutional and retail markets demands consistent supply of highly 
nutritional and delicious foods desired by consumers and children. Not 
having winter and more sun intensity means that heat and diseases are 
more of a factor when one selects the types of fruit and vegetable seeds 
to grow. Many varieties on the market are more suited to cooler climates 
and different light cycles found in the Northern latitudes.

“The farmer board of VIFA is excited to finally launch our community 
engagement programs after this initiative began officially several months 
before the global pandemic. We look forward to supporting our 
community, and for our community to support us as farmers in an industry 
that needs farmer leadership and representation for long term success in 
delivering a sustainable local food system.” -Nate Olive, VIFA Board 
president.
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The purpose of this study by VIFA and SARE was to find the best non-
GMO specialty crop seeds available for production in the Virgin Islands, 
for the Farm to School program and beyond. Four professional farms 
located on St. Croix who are members of VIFA grew 42 different crop 
varieties. We tested varieties already known to perform well with other 
varieties that have not been researched or are newly developed. Crops 
were rated on 3 factors: Productivity, disease resistance, and heat 
tolerance. Findings will help farmers and home gardeners across the 
Caribbean region to be more successful and sustainable.

Complete results will be presented at the Field Day event by Dr. Nate 
Olive and Dr. Amy Dreves of the University of the Virgin Islands (UVI). 
Handouts will be made available to attendees. Memberships to VIFA will 
be available for future projects and farm based. events. 

About VIFA:

The Virgin Islands Farmers Alliance, LLC (VIFA), is a registered charitable 
domestic non-profit started and run by a group of professional farmers in 
the USVI to increase the collective power and voice of the farming 
community. The NGO seeks to encourage collaborative efforts and 
supportive community actions between its membership categories of 
farmers, farm families, rising farmers, and farm friends. It has a 
membership of 94 members. VIFA also offers support to non-members 
and conducts research and education for the larger USVI community and 
the Southeast USDA region of the US. VIFA seeks to encourage 
sustainable production practices and organic certification when 
applicable. 

The vision of VIFA is twofold: 1) To see a future where local schools, 
supermarkets, restaurants, and households are accustomed to using at 
least 50% local fresh produce, meats, and fish in daily meal provisions to 
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increase health and food security in the Virgin Islands, and 2) To create a 
better standard of living (livable wages, health care, property and farm 
long-term leases or ownership, etc.) for farmers and farm families and 
sustainable opportunities for rising farmers. 

www.vifarmers.org
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